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| Hen upon the requeſt 
V. . of ſome of the Rela- 
tions and Friends of the Reue- 
Jrerd Mr.Gouge deceaſed, and, 
z0 ſpeak the truth, in compli- 
ance with mine own inclination 
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ro doe right to the memory of ſo 
good a man, and to ſet ſo great 
an Example in the witw of all 
men, I had determined to make 


this Diſcourſe publick ; I knew 


not where more fitly to-addreſs 
it than to your felwes who are 
the living pattern of the ſame 
Vertue, and the faithfull difſ- 
penſers and. managers of one 
of the beft and greatefi Chari- 
ties im the world : Hſpecially 
ſince he had-a particular rela- 
tion-to you, and was pleaſed 
for ſome years laſt paſt; mith- 
out any other confideratiun bat 
that of Charity, to employ tis 
conflant pains in Catechi 
the poor children of your fdo- 
ſpital ; wiſely conſidering of 


how 
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how great conſequence it was 
to this City, to have the foun- 
dations of Religion well laid 
in the tender years of ſo many 


J perfors as were afterwards to be 


planted there in ſeveral Pro- 
feffions ; and from a true hu- 
mility of mind, being ready to 
ftoop to the meaneft office and 
fervice, to doe good. 
 F have heard from an intt- 
mate Friend of his that he ” 
would ſometimes with preat 
pleaſure fay, that he had two 
Livings which he would not 
exchange for two of the grea- 
teft in England , meaning 
Wales and Chriſt's Hoſp 
tal : Contrary to common ac- 
count, he efteemed every ad- 
EIS vantage 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
wantage of being uſefull and 
ſerviceable to God and men a 
rich Benefice, and thoſe his 
beſt Patrons and Benefactors, 
ot who did him good, but who 
gave him the opportunity and 
means . of doing it. To you 
therefore as his Patrons this 
Sermon doth of right belong, || 
and to you I humbly dedicate 


tt; heartily beſeeching Almigh- 


ty God, to raiſe up many by his 
example that may ſerve their 
generation according to the 
will of God, as he did, I am 


Your faithfull 


and humble Servant 


© 7o. Tillotſon. 
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” Preached at the Funeral of 
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| M' THOMAS GOUGE, 
Ns With a ſhort account of his Life. 
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&. : LUKE XX. 37, 30. 
ic Now that the dead are raiſed, even _ FR 
. Moſes ſhewed at the buſh, when Ny” 
IL he calleth the Lord the God of 
'E Abraham, the God of Iſaac, and 
71 the God of Facob. For he 1s not 
a God of the dead, but of the li- 
wing : For all live to him. 
HE occaſion of theſe words 
of our bleſſed Saviour was 
an Objection which the 
? Sadduces made againſt the Reſur- 
Fo B reQ.10n 
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rection , grounded upon a caſe 
which had ſometimes happened 
among them, of a woman that had 
had ſeven brethren ſucceſlively to 
her husbands. Upon which caſe 
they put this Queſtion to our Sa- 
viour ; whoſe wife of the ſeven ſhall 
this woman be at the Reſurrettion 2 
That is, if men live in another 
world, how ſhall the controverſie 
between theſe ſeven. brethren be 
decided ? for they all ſeem to have 
an equal claim to this woman, 
each of them having had her to his 
wife. 

This captious Queſtion was not 
eaſie to be anſwered by the Phari- 
ſees, who fancied the enjoyments 
of the next life to be of the ſame 
kind with the ſenſual pleaſures of 
this world, onely greater and more 
durable. From which Tradition 
of the Fews concerning, a ſenſual 
Paradiſe, Mahomet ſeems to have 


| taken the pattern of his; as he did 


like- 
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likewiſe many other things from 
the Jewiſh Traditions. Now up- 
on this ſuppoſition, that in the 
next life there will be marrying 
and giving in marriage, it was a 
Quelition not eaſily ſatisfied, Whoſe 
wife of the ſeven this woman ſhould 
then be > 

But our Saviour clearly avoids 
the whole force of it, by thewing 
the different ſtate of men in this 
world, and in the other. The ch/. 
dren of this world (fays he) marry, 
and are given in marriage; but they 


who (hall be accounted = to 0b= 


' tain that world, and the refurrett;- 


on from the dead, neither marry, 
nor are given in marriage. And 
he does not barely and magiſtert- 
ally afſert this DoCtrine, but gives 
a plain and ſubſtantial Reaſon for 
it; becauſe they cannot die any more. 
Aﬀer men have lived a. while in 
this world they are taken away by 
death, and therefore marriage is 
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neceſſary to maintain a ſucceſſion 
of mankind; but in the other world 
men ſhall become immortal and 
live for ever, and then the reaſon 
of marriage will wholly ceaſe: For 
when men can die no more there 
will then be no need of any new 
ſupplies of mankind. 

Our Saviour having thus cleared 
himſelf of this Objection -by taking 
away the ground and foundation 
of it, he produceth an Argument 
for the proof of the Reſurrection, 
in the Words of my Text ; Now 
that the dead 'are raiſed, Moſes 
even ſhewed at the buſh, when he 
calleth the Lord the God of Abra- 
ham, the God of Iſaac, and the God 
of Facob, That is, when in one of 
his Books God is brought in ſpea- 
king to him out of the buſh, and 
calling himſelf by the Title of the 
God of Abraham, the God of 7/aac, 
and the God of Faceb. From 
whence our Saviour infers the Re- 

| furrecti- 
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ſurrection, becauſe God i not the 
God of the dead but of the living : 
For all live to bin. 

My deſign from theſe Words is, 
to ſhew the force and ſtrength of 
this Argument which our Saviour 
urgeth tor the proof of the Reſur- 
rection. In order whereunto I 


_ ſhall, 


Firſt. Confider it as an Argu- 
ment ad hominem, and ſthew the 
fitneſs and force of it to convince 


thoſe with whom our Saviour diſ- 


puted. 

Secondly. IT ſhall enquire, Whe- 
ther it be more than an Argument 
ad hominem 2 And if it be, where- 
in the real and abſolute force of it 
doth conſiſt ? 

And then, I ſhall apply this 
Dottrine. of the Reſurrection to 
the preſent Occaſion. 


T. Firſk. We will conſider it as 
an Argument ad hominem, and ſhew 
| B 3 the 
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the fitneſs and force of it to con- 
vince thoſe with whom our Savi- 
our diſputed. And this - will ap- 
_ pear if we carefully conſider theſe 
four things. 

I. What\,our Saviour intended 
directly and immediately to prove 
by this Argument. 

2. The extraordinary venerati- 
on which the Fews in general had 
for the Writings of Moſes, above 
any other Books of the Old Te- 
ſtament. | | 

3- The peculiar notion which 
the Jews had concerning the uſe 
of this Phraſe or expreſſion of God's 
being any ones God. Rd. 

4 The great reſpe& which the 
Fews had for theſe three Fathers of 
their Nation, Abraham, Iſaac and 
Facob, For each of theſe make our 
Saviours Argument more forcible 
againſt thoſe with whom he dif- 
puted. 


Firſt. 
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Firſt. We will conſider what 

our Saviour intended directly and 
immediately to prove by this Ar- 
gument. Andthat was this, That 
there is another ſtate after this life, 
wherein men ſhall be happy or m1- 
ſerable according as they have li- 
ved in this world. And this doth 
not onely ſuppoſe the immortality 
of the Soul, but foraſmuch as the 
Body is an effential part of man 
doth by conſequence infer the re- 
furre&ion of the Body ; becauſe 
otherwiſe the man would not be 
happy or miſerable in the other 
world. But I cannot ſee any ſuff- 
cient ground to- believe that our 
Saviour intended by this Argument 
diretly and immgdiately to prove 
the reſurreftion of Wyp Body, but 
onely' by conſequence, and as it 
follows trom the admiſſion of a fu- 
ture ſtate wherein men ſhall be 
rewarded or puniſhed. For that 
B 4 Reaſon 
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Reaſon of our Saviour, that God x 
wot a God of the dead but of the li- 
v7vg, if 1t did directly prove the 
reſurrection of the Body, it would 
prove that the Bodies of Abraham, 
t/aac and Facob were raiſed to life 
again, at or before that-time when 
God-ſpake to Moſes and called him- 
ſelf the God of Abraham, 1/aac and 
Zacob : But we do not believe this; 
and therefore ought not to ſuppoſe 
that it-was the intention of our Sa- 
viour directly and immediately to 
prove the reſurrection of the Body, 
but onely (as I faid before) a future 
ſtate. And that- this was all our 
Saviour intended will more plainly 
appear, if we conſider what that 
Errour of the Sadduces was which 
our Saviour here confutes. * And 
Foſephus , = very well unders 
{tood the difference of the Sects 
among the Jews, and gives a par- 
ticular account of them, makes not 
the leaſt mention of any Contro- 
WE 128 | S verſic 
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verſie between the Pharzſees and 
the Sadduces about the reſurre&ti- 
on of the Bydy. All that he ſays, 
1s this. That the Phari/ces hold 
the immortality of the Soul, and 
that there are Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments in another world : But the 
Sadduces denied all this, and thar 
there was any other ſtate atter this 


life. And this is the very fame ac- 


count with that which 1s given of 
them in the New Teſtament, ver. 27. 
of this Chap. The Sadduces who 
deny that there is any reſurrection. 
The meaning of which is more tul- 
ly declared; As 23.8. The Saddu- 
ces ſay that there is no reſurreition, 
neither angel nor ſpirit ; but the 
Phariſees confeſs both. Thatis, the 
Sadduces denied that there was any 4 
other ſtate 'of men after this lite, 
and that there was any ſuch thing 
as an immortal Spirit, either An- 
gels, or the Souls of men ſurviving 
their Bodies. And, as Dr. ZZam- 


mond 
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woud hath judiciouſly obſerved , 
this is the true importance of the 
word ave an, Viz. a future Or auo- 
ther ſlate; unleſs in ſuch Texts 
where the Context does reſtrain it 
to the raiſing again of the Body, or 
where ſome word that denotes the 
body, as owls or ops, is ad-. 
ded to it. : 


Secondly. The force of this Ar- 
eunent againlt thoſe with whom 
our Saviour diſputed will further 
appear, it we conſider the great ve- 
neration which the Fews in general 
had for the Writings of Moſes above 
any other Books of the Old Teſta- 
ment ; which they (eſpecially the 
Sadduces ) looked upon onely as Ex- 
plications and Comments upon the 
Law of Moſes : But they eſteemed 
nothing as a neceſſary Article of 
Faith which had not ſome founda- 
zion inthe Writings of Moſes. And 
tnis ſeems to. me tobe the true von. 
on 
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ſon why qur Saviour choſe to con- 
fure them aut of Moſes, rather than 
any other part of the Old Teſta- 
ment : And not as many learned 
men have imagined, becauſe the 
Sadduces did nat receive any part 
of the Qld Teſtament but onely 
the five Books of Meſes; fo that it 
was in vain to argue againſt them 
qut of any other. This I know 
hath been a general opinion, groun- 
ded I think upon the miſtake of a 
pailage in Foſephus, who ſays the 
$ _— onely recetued the written 
Law. But it we carefully conſider 
that paſſage, we ſhall find that Fo- 
ſephus doth not there oppoſe the 
Law to the other Books of the Old 
Teſtament, -which were alſo writ- 
ten; but to Oral Tradition. For 
he ſays exprefly, that the Sadduces 
oxely received the written Law, but 
the Phariſees, over and beſides what 
was written, recezved the Oral which 
they call Tradition. 
| I deny 
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I deny not but that.in the /azer 
Prophets there are more expreſs 
Texts for the proof of a future ſtate, 
than any are to be found in the 
Books of Moſes. As Danzel 12. 2. 
And many of them that ſleep in the 
duſt of the earth ſhall awake, ſome 
to everlaſting life, and ſome to ſhame 
and everlaſting contempt. And in- 
deed it ſeems very plain that holy 
men among the Wo. towards the 
expiration of the Legal diſpenſati- 
on, had ſtill clearer and more ex- 
preſs apprehenſions concerning a 
future ſtate than are to be met with 
in the Writings of Moſes, or of any 
of the Prophets. | 

The Law given by Moſes did 
ſuppoſe the Immortality of the Souls 
of men, and the expectation of ano- 
ther life after this, as Principles of 
Religion in ſome degree naturally 
known ; but made no new and ex- 
preſs Revelation of theſe things : 
Nor was there any occaſion for it, 


the 
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the Law of Meſes being a Political 
Law, not intended for the Govern- 
ment of mankind, but of one par- 
ticular Nation ; and therefore was 
eſtabliſh'd, as Political Laws are, 
upon temporal promiſes and threat- 
nings; promiſing temporal proſpe- 
rity to the obſervation of its pre- 
cepts, and threatning the breach of 
them with temporal] judgments and 
calamities. 

_ And this I take to be the true 
reaſon why arguments fetchd from 
another world are ſo obſcurely in- 
ſiſted upon under that Diſpenfati- 
on ; not but that another lite after 
this wzs always ſupposd, and was 
undoubtedly the hope and expecta- 
tion of good men under the Law, 
but the clear diſcovery. of it was 
referv'd for the Times of the Meſ- 


fras. And therefore as thoſe Times 


drew on, and the Sun of righteouſ- 
eſs was nearer his riſing, the ſha- 
dows of the night began to be cha- 


{ed 
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fed away, and mens apprehenſions 
of a future ſtate to clear up ; ſo that 
in the time of the Maccabees good 
men ſpake with more confidence 
and aſſurance of theſe things. 

It is likewiſe to be confider'd, that 
the temporal calamities and ſuffe- 
rings with which the Jews were 
almoſt continually harafgd from 
the time of their Captivity had very 
much wean'd good men from the 
conſideration of temporal promiſes, 
and awaken'd their minds to the 
more ſerious thoughts of another 
world. It being natural to men 
when they are deſtitate of prefent 
comfort, to fupport themfelves with 
the expectation of better things for 
the future, and as the Apoſtle to 
the Hebrews expreficth arr 8. 
FM or refuge to lay hold ups; 
of. fo IS Jefors. them, oy" 
to imploy their reafon to fortifie 
themſelves as well as they can in 
that perſuaſion. 
: And 
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And this I doubt not was the 
true' occafion of thoſe clearer and 
riper apprehenſions of good men 
concerning a future ſtate, in thoſe 
times of diſtreſs and perſecution ; 
it being very agreeable to the wiſe- 
dom and goodneſs of the Divine 
Providence not to leave his People 
deſtitute of ſufficient fupport, under 
great trials and ſufferings: And no- 
thing but the hopes of a better life - 
could have born up the ſpirits of 
men under ſuch cruel tortures. 
And of this we have a moſt remar- 
kable Inſtance in the Hiſtory of 
the ſeven Brethren in the Macca- 
bees, who being cruelly tortured 
and put to death by Antiochus, do 
moſt expreſly declare their confi- 
dent expeQation of a reſurrection 
to a betrer life. To which Hiſto- 
ry the Apoſtle certainly reters, 
Heb. 11.35. when he ſays, others 
were tortured, not accepting deli- 
verance, that they might obtain a 

better 
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better reſarrettion > where the 
word, which we render were tor- 
turd, is &ryupravinney, which is 
the very word uſed in the Macca- 
bees to expreſs the particular kind 
of torture usd upon them ; beſides 
that being offer d deliverance they 
moſt reſolutely refusd to accept of 
it, with this expreſs declaration that 
they hop'd for a reſurredzon to a 
better lite. | 78 

But to return to my purpoſe, 
notwithſtanding there might be. 
more clear and expreſs 7exts to 
this purpoſe in the ancient Pro- 
phets, yet our Saviour knowing 
how great a regard not onely 
. the Sadduces, but all the Fews had 
to the Authority of Moſes, he 
thought 'fit to bring his proof of 
the reſurre&tion out of his Wri- 
tings, as that whichwas the moſt 
likely to convince them. 


Thirdly. 


——— 
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Thirdly. If we conſider further 
the peculiar Notion which the Fews 
had concerning the uſe of this phraſe. 
ot expreſſion ot God's being any ones 
God. And that was this. That 
God is no where in Scripture faid 
to be any ones God while he was 
alive. And therefore they tell us 
that while 1/aac lived, God is not 
called the God of 7faac, but the 
fear of Iſagc. As Gen. 31.42. Ex- 
cept the God of Abraham and the 
fear of Iſaac had been with me ; 
and wer. 53. when Laban made a 
Covenant with Faces, 'tis faid that 
Laban did fivear by the God of 4 
braham, and the God of Nahor, and 
the God of their Fathers, but Facob 
fwore by the fear of his father Iſaac. 
I will not warrant this Obfervati- 
on to be good, becauſe I certainly 
know it is not true. For God doth 
expreſly call himſelf the God of 
Hſaac, while Tſaac was yet alive, 
Ger. 
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Gen. 2.8.13. 1 am the Lord God of 
Abraham thy father, and the God 
of Iſaac. It 18 ſufficient to my 
purpoſe, that this was a Notion 
anciently currant among the Fews. 
And therefore our Saviour's Argu- 
ment from this Expreſſion muſt be 
ſo much the ſtronger againſt zhem : 
For it the Souls of men be extin- 
guiſhed by death (as the Sadduces 
believed) what did it fignifie to 
Abraham, Tſaac and Facob to have 
God called their God after they 
were dead? But ſurely for God to 
be any ones God doth ſignifie ſome 
oreat benefit and advantage; which 
yet (according to thenotion which 
the Fews had of this Phraſe) could 
not reſpeCt this life, becauſe, accor- 
ding to them, God is not faid to be 
any ones God till after he is dead: 
Bur it 1s thus faid of Abraham, 1/a- 
ac and Facob after their death, and 
therefore our Saviour infers very 
ſtrongly againſt them, that Abra- 


ham, 
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ham, Iſaac and Facob were not ex- 
tinguiſhed by death, but do till 
live ſomewhere: for God 7s not the 
God of the dead, but of the living. 
And then he adds by way of further 
explication , for af live to him. 
That is, though thoſe good men 
who are departed this lite, do not 
{till live fo ws, here in this world, 
yet they live to God; and are with 
im. | 


Fourthly. It we conſider the 
great reſpe&t which the Fews had 
tor thoſe three Fathers of their Na- 
tion, Abraham, 1ſaac and Faced. 
They had an extraordinary opinion 
of them, and eſteemed nothing too 
great to be thought or faid of them. 
And therefore we find that they 
looked upon it as a great arrogance 
for any man to aſſume any thing 
to himſelf that might ſeem to ſet 
him -above Abraham, 1ſaac or Fa- 


cob, With what indignation did 


C 2 they 
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they fly upon our Saviour on this 


account? Fohn 4. 12. Art thou 


greater than our father Facob ? and 
'chap. 8. ver. 53. Art thou greater 
than our father Abraham : whom 


makeſt thou thy ſelf > Now they 


who had ſo ſuperſtitious a venera- 
tion for them, would eaſily believe 
any thing of privilege to belong to 


them : ſo that our Saviour doth - 


with great advantage inſtance in 
them, in favour of whom they 
would be enclined to extend the 
meaning of any promiſe to the ur- 
moſt, and allow it to fignifie as 
much as the words could poſlibly 
bear. So that it 1s no wonder that 
the Text tells us that this Argument 
put the Sadduces to filence. They 
durſt not attempt a thing ſo odious, 
as to go about to take away any 
thing of privilege from Abraham, 
Tfaac and Facob. | 
And thus I have, as briefly as 
the matter would bear, —_ 
re 
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red to ſhew the fitneſs and force of 
this Argument to- convince thoſe 
with whom our Saviour diſputed. 
I come now, in the 


IT. Second place, to- enquire 
Whether this be any more than an 
Argument ad hominem 2 And if it 
be, wherein the real and abſolute 
force of it doth conſiſt ? 

I do not think it neceſſary to be- 
lieve that every Argument uſed by 
our Saviour, or his Apoſtles, is ab- 
ſolutely and in it ſelf concluſive. 
For. an Argument which doth not 
really prove the thing in Queſtion, 
may yet be a very good Argument 
ad hominem ; and in ſome caſes 
more convincing to him with 
whom we diſpute than that which 
is a better Argument in it ſelf. 
Now it is poſlible, that our Savi- 
our's intention might not be to' 


| bring a concluſive proof of the 


ReſurreCtion, but onely to confute 


C 3 thoſe 
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thoſe who would needs be difpu- 
ting with him. And to that pur- 
poſe an Argument ad hominem, 
which proceeded upon grounds 
which they themſelves could not 
deny, might. be very proper and 
eftectual. But although it be not 
neceſſary to believe, that this was 
more than an Argument ad homz- 
em ; yet it is the better tous, if 
it be abſolutely and in it ſelf con- 
cluſive of the thing in Queſtion. 
And this I hope will ſufficiently 
appear, if we conſider ' theſe four 
things. Wy 

I. That for God to be apy ones 
God doth ſignifie fome yery extra- 
ordinary bleſſing and happineſs, 
to thoſe perſons of whom this 1s 
—_— | 
' 2. If we conſider the eminent 
faith and obedience of the per- 
ſons to whom this promiſe 1s 
made. ; 

3. Their condition in this world. 
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4. The general importance of 
this promiſe, abſtratting from the 
perſons particularly ſpecified and 


n, 
ds named in it, Abraham, Tſaac and 
ot | Faced. | 


Firſt. If we conſider, that for 
God to be any ones God doth ſig- 
nifie ſome very extraordinary blet- 
ſing and happineſs to thoſe perſons 
of whom this is ſaid. It 1s a big 
word for God to declare himſelf to 
be any ones God : and the kaſt we 
can imagine to be meant by it, is 
that God will in an extraordinary 
manner imploy his power and 
wiſedom to doe him good : that 
he will concern himſelf more for 
the happineſs of thoſe whoſe God 
he declares himſelf to be, than for 
others. 


Secondly. If we conſider the 
eminent faith and obedience of 4- 
braham, Iſaac and Facob. Abraham 
C 4 lett 
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 Teft his Country in obedience to 
God, not knowing whither he was 
to go. And, which was one of 
the moſt unparalleld and ſtrange 
inſtances of faith and obedience 
' that can almoſt be imagined, he 
was willing to have facrificed his 
onely Son at the command of God, 
Taac and Facob were alſo very 
good men, and devout worſhippers 
of the true God, when almoſt the 
_ whole world was ſunk into Idola- 
try and all manner of impiety. 
Now what can we 1magin, but 
that the good God did deſign fome 
extraordinary reward to ſuch faith- 
full ſervants of his? eſpecially if we 
conſider, that he intended this gra- 
cious declaration of his concerning 
them, for a ſtanding encourage- 
ment to all thoſe who in after Ages 
ſhould follow the faith and tread in 
the ſieps of Abraham, Iſaac and 
Faces. Ro , =: 


T hirdly, 
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Thirdly. If weconſider the con- 
dition of Abraham, Iſaac and Facob 
in this world. The Scripture tells 
us, that they were pilgrims and 
ſtrangers upon the earth; had no 
fixed and ſettled habitation, but 
were forced to wander from one 
Kingdom and Country to another: 
that they were expoſed to many 


, hazards and difficulties, to- great 
” troubles- and afflictions in this 


world ; ſo that there was no ſuch 
peculiar happineſs befell them in 
this life above the common rate of 
men, as may ſeem to fill up the 
big words of this promiſe, that 
God would be their God. For fo 
far as the Scripture Hiſtory in- 
forms us, and further we cannot 
know of this matter, E/au was as 


proſperous as Facob; and Facob had 
a-great many more troubles and 


afflictions in this life than E/an had. 
But furely when God calls himſelf 
- the 
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the God of Abraham, Iſaac and 
Facob, this ſignifies that God in- 
tended ſome very peculiar bleſſing 
and advantage to them above o- 
thers: which feeing they did not 
enjoy in this world, it is very rea- 
ſonable to believe that one time or 
other this gracious declaration and 
promiſe of God was made good to 
them. > 

And therefore the Apoſtle to the 
Hebrews, chap. 11. from this very 
expreſſion, of God's being ſaid fo 
be the God of Abraham and others, 
argues that ſome extraordinary hap- 
pineſs was reſerved for them in a- 
 Nother world : and that upon this 
very ground I am now ſpeaking of, 
namely, becauſe the condition of 
Abraham, and ſome others, was 
not ſuch in this world as might 
ſeem to anſwer tHe fulneſs of this 
promiſe. A/ theſe, ſays he, died 
in the faith, not having received 
the promiſes, but having ſeen them 


afar 
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afar off, and were perſwaded of them, 
and embraced them, and confeſſed 
that they were ſtrangers and pil- 
grims upon the earth. From whence 
he reaſons very ſtrongly that theſe 
good men might reaſonably expect 


- ſomething better than any thing 


that had befallen them in this world. 
For they, ſays he, that fay ſuch 
things declare plainly that they ſeek 
a Country ; which at the 16. verſe 
he calls a better Country, that is a 
heavenly. They that ſay ſuch things, 
that is, they who acknowledge 
themſelves to be ſtrangers and pul- 
grims in the earth, and yet pre- 
tend that God hath promiſed zo be 
their God, declare plainly that they 
expect ſome reward beyond this 
life. ' From all which he concludes, 
Wherefore God is not afhamed to be 
called their God, becauſe he hath 
prepared for them a City : Intima- 
ting that if no happineſs had remai- 
ned for theſe good men in another 
2 | Ces} 1A | world, 
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world, this promiſe of God's being 
their Ged, would ſhametully have 
fallen thort of what it ſeemed to 
import, viz, ſome extraordinary 
reward and bleſſing worthy of God 
to beſtow ; ſomething more cer- 
tain and '{aſting than any of the 
enjoyments of this world : which 
ſince God had abundantly perfor 
med.to them in the happineſs of 
another lite, his promiſe to them 
was made good to the full, and he 
needed not be aſhamed to be called 
their God. But if nothing beyond 
this life had been reſerved tor them, 
that Saying of old Faceb towards 
the conclution of his life, few and 
evil have the days of the years of 
»;y life been, would have been an 
eternal reflexion upon the truth 
and faithfulneſs of Him who had 
fo often called himſelf the God of 

Facob. | 
But now, becauſe to all this it 
may be ſaid, that this Promiſe ſeems 
to 
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to have'been made good to Ara 
ham, Haac and Facob, in this world: 
For was not God the God of 4r4- 
ham, Iſaac and Facob when he took 
ſuch a particular and extraordinary 
care of them, and proteCted them 
from the manifold dangers they 
were expoſed to by ſuch a ſpeci- 
al and immediate providence, /«f- 
fering no one to doe them harm, but 
rebuking even Kings for their ſakes 2 
Was not he Abrahams God; when 
he bleſt him ſo miraculouſly with a 


Son in his old age,:and with fo 


conſiderable an eſtate to kave to 
him ? Was not that Saying of F4- 
cob a great acknowledgment of the 


- gracious providence of God to- 
wards him, with my ſtaff paſſed 7 


over this Fordan, and now I am be- 
come two bands? And though it 
muſt needs be a very cutting af- 
fliction to him to loſe his Son Fo- 
ſeph, as he thought he had done, 
yet that was more than recompen- 

| ſed 
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fed to him in Foſeph's ſtrange ad- 
vancement in Agypt, whereby 
God put into his hands the oppor- 
tunity of ſaving his Father and his 
whole Family alive. And was not 
God the God of Abraham, 1ſaac 
and Facob, in making them Fathers 
of ſo numerous an oft-ſpring, as af- 
terwards became a great Nation - 
and in giving thema truitfull Land, 
and bringing them to the quiet 
poſſeſſion of it by ſuch a ſerzes of 
wonderfull Miracles > what need 
then is there of extending this pro- 
miſe to another world? doth it not 
ſeem abundantly made good in 
thoſe great bleſſings- which God 
beſtowed upon them whilſt they . 
livd, and afterwards upon their 
poſterity, in this world > And does 
not this agree well enough with 
the firſt and moſt obvious ſenſe of 
theſe words, / am the God of A- 
braham, Iſaac and Facob, that is, 
I aſh he that was their God while 
they 
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they were alive, and am ſtill the 
God of their .poſterity for their 
ſakes? Ifay, becauſe the zhree for- 
mer Conſiderations are liable to 
this Objection, which ſeems whol- 
ly to take off the force of this Ar- 
gument ; therefore for the full clea- 
ring. of this matter, I will add one 
conſideration more. 


Fourthly then, we will conſider 
the general importance of this Pro- 
miſe, abſtraCting from the particu- 
lar perſons ſpecified and named in 
it, viz. Abraham, 1ſaac and Faces ; 
and that is, that God will make a 
wide and plain difference between 
g00d and bad men; he will be /o 
the God of good men as he is not 
of the wicked ; and ſome time or 
other put every good man into a 
better and happier condition than 
any wicked man : ſo that the ge- 
neral importance of this promiſe 
is finally reſolyed into the equity 
an 
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and juſtice of the Divine Provis 


dence. 

And unleſs we fuppoſe another 
life after this, itt will certainly be 
very hard, and I think impoflible, 
to reconcile the Hiſtory of the Old 
Teſtament, and the common ap- 
pearances of things in this world, 
with the juſtice and goodneſs of 
God's Providence. 


It cannot be denyed, but that | 


| Abraham, Iſaac and Facob, and 
ſeveral good men in the*Old Te- 
ſtament, had many ſignal Teſti- 
monies of the Divine favour vouch- 
fafed to them in this world: But 
we reade likewiſe of ſeveral wic- 
ked men, that had as large a ſhare 
of temporal blefiings. Ir 1s very 
true that Abraham, Iſaac and Fa- 
cob had great eſtates, and were 
petty Princes : But Pharaoh was a 
mighty Prince in comparifon of 


them ; and the Kingdom of Zgypr, 


which probably was the firſt and 
| chief 
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chief ſeat of Idolatry, was at the 
fame time one of the moſt potent 
and flouriſhing Kingdoms in the 
world ; and was bleſt with a pro- 
digious plenty, whereby they were 
furniſhed with ſtore of corn, when 
good Facob and his Family had like 
to have periſhed by famine. *Tis 
true, Joſeph was advanc'd to great 
power in Zgypt, and thereby had 
the opportunity of ſaving his Fa- 
thers houſe, by ſettling them, and 
teeding them in Zgypt : But then 
it is to -be conſidered again, that 
this coſt them very dear, and their 
coming thither was the occaſion 
of a long and cruel bondage to Fa- 
cob's poſterity ; ſo that we ſee that 
theſe good men had no ſuch bleſ- 
ſings, but what were common 
with them to many. others that 
were wicked: and the bleſſings 
which God beſtowed. upon them 
had great abatements by the inter- 
mixtureof many andore attlictions. 
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It ſeems then, upon the whole 
matter, to be very plain, that the 
Providences of God in this world 
towards good men are ſo contri- 
ved, that it may ſufficiently ap- 
pear, to thoſe who wiſely conſider 
the works of God, that they are 
not neglected by him ; ang yet that 
theſe outward bleffings are ſo pro- 
miſcuouſly diſpenſed, that no man 
can certainly be concluded to be a 
good man from any happineſs he 
enjoys 1n this life: And the proſpe- 
rity of good men 1s uſually on pur- 
poſe fo ſhadowed and mixed with 
afflittions, as may juſtly raiſe their 
hopes to the expeCtation of a more 
perteEt happineſs and better reward 
than any they meet with in this 
world. | 

And if fo, then the general im- 
portance of this Promiſe, that God 
wil} be the God of good men, muſt 
neceſſarily ſignifie ſomething be- 
yond this world : Becauſe in this 


world 
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world there is.not that clear ditic- 
rence univerſally made between 
good and bad men which the ju- 
{tice of the Divine Providence doth 
require, and which ſeems to be in- 
rended in the general ſenſe of this 
Promiſe. For if this Promiſe 
(though perſonally made to Abra- 
ham, Iſaac and Facob) be intended, 
as the Scripture tells us it was, for 
a ſtanding encouragement to good 
men in all Ages, then it ſtill con- 
tains in it this general Truth, that 
God will ſome time or other plenti- 
fully reward every good man, that 
is, he will doe ſomething far - 


| better for him than for any wic- 


ked man : But it is impoſlible to 
reconcile this ſenſe of it with the 
courſe of God's Providence, and 
with the Hiſtory of the Bible. 
And to make'this out fully and 


at once, TI will onely produce that 


ſingle Inſtance of Abel and Cai. 
Abel offered to God a more excel- 
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lent ſacrifice than Cain, and he had 
this teftimony, that he pleaſed God; 
which was in effect to declare, that 
God was the God of Abel and not of 


.Cain ; ſo that by virtue of the ge- 


neral importance of this Promiſe, 
it might juſtly be expected that 
Abel's condition ſhould have been 
much better than Cazin's:: But if 
there be no happineſs atter this lite, 
AbePs was evidently much worſe. 
For upon this very account, hat 
he pleaſed God better he was killed 
by Cain, who had offered to God 
a ſlight and contemptuous offering. 
And Caiz lived a long time after, 
and grew great, and þuzlt Cries, 
Now ſuppoling there were no other 
lite after this, this muſt have been 
a moſt horrible Example to all A- 
ges , from the beginning of the 
world to the end of it, and have 
made men for ever afraid to pleaſe 
God upon ſuch hard terms ; when 


they were ſure of no other. reward 
"> for 
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for ſo doing, but to be oppreſsd 
and ſlain by the hands of the wic- 
ked. So that if this were really 
the Caſe, it would puzzle all the 
Wit and Reaſon of mankind to 
vindicate the equity and' juſtice of 
the Divine Providence, and to re- 
ſcue it out of the hands of this ter- 
rible Objection. 


And thus I have as briefly as I 
could, endeavoured to clear to you 
the force of this Argument ufed by 
our Saviour for the Proof of the Re- 
ſurre&ion. And have the longer 
inſiſted upon it, becauſe at firſt ap- 
pearance it ſeems to be but a very 
obſcure and remote Argument : 
And yet ſo much the more neceſ- 
fary to be cleard, becauſe this in 
all probability was that very Text 
upon which the Fews in our Savi- 
our's time grounded their belief of 
a future ſtate, in oppoſition to the 
errour of the Sadduces ; and which 
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they calld by way of eminency 
the promiſe made of God unto the 
Fathers. As will plainly appear, 
if weconſider what S. Paul ſays to 
this purpoſe, when he appeals fo 
often to the Phariſees for his agree- 
ment with them. in this Article of 
the Reſurrection , and likewiſe m 
the ground of it. from' the pro- 
miſe made of God: unto the fathers. 
Acts 2.4. 14, 15. But thu [ confeſs 
unto thee, that after the way which 
they call herefie, ſo worſhip I the 
God of my Fathers, believing all 
things which are written #n the 
Law and the Prophets ; and have 
hope towards God, which they them- 
ſelves alſo allow, that there ſhall be 
a reſurrection of the dead. From 
whence it 1s clear, that they both 
grounded their hope of the reſur- 
rection upon ſomething wrztten 7 
the Law and the Prophets; and 
what that was he expreſſeth more 
particularly c. 26. v. 6,7. And now 
| _ IT ftand 
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ſtand, and am judged for the hope 
of the promiſe made of God unto 
our Fathers ; unto which promiſe 
our twelve Tribes, inſtantly ſerving 
God day and night, hope to come. 
By the promiſe made of God unto 
the Fatherg he means ſome promiſe 
made by God to Abraham, ſac 
and Facob; for ſo S. Luke more 
than once, in this Hiſtory of the 
Ads,explains this phraſe of the God 
of their Fathers, Acts 3.13. The 
God of Abraham, and of Iſaac, aud 
of Facob, the God of our Fathers ; 
and c. 7. v. 32. 7 am the God of thy 
Fathers, the God of Abraham, and 
the God of Iſaac, and the God of 
Facob, Now what was the great 
and famous Promiſe which God 
made to Abraham, Iſaac and Facob 2 
was it not this of being their God 2 
So that it was this very Promiſe 
upon which S. Paul tells us the 
Fews grounded their hope of a fu- 
ture ſtate, becauſe they underſtood 
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it gent to ſignifie ſome bleſ- 
ſing and happineſs beyond this 
lite. 

And now having, I hope, ſuffi- 
ciently cletrd this matter, I ſhall 
make ſome improvement of this 
Doctrine of a future ſtate, and 
| that, to theſe three purpoſes. 


| - _T. To raiſeour minds above this 
world and the enjoyments of this 
preſent life, Were but men tho- 
roughly convincedof this plain and 
certain Truth, that there is a vaſt 
difference between Time and Eter- 
nity, between a few years and ever- 

; laſting Ages : would we but repre: 
/ ſent to our ſelves what thoughts 
q and apprehenſions dying ——_ 
have of yore world ; how = and 
empty a ting it appears to them, 
os. like a — a ſhadow 
it looks as it paſſeth away from 
them : methinks none of theſe 
things could be a ſufficient tempta- 
£7 tion 
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tion to! any man to forget God and 
his Soul; but, notwithſtanding all 
the delights and pleaſures of ſenſe, 


we ſhould be ſtrangely intent upon 


the concernments of another world, 
and almoſt: wholly taken up with 
the thoughts of that vaſt Eternity 
which we-are ready to launch in- 
to. For what is there in this world, 
this waſte and howling wilderneſs, 
this rude” and barbarous Country 
which we are but to paſs through, 
which ſhould detain our affe&tions 
here, and take up our thoughts 


- from our everlaſting habitation ; 


from that better and that heavenly 
Country, where we hope to live 
and be happy for ever ? 

If we ſettle our afteftions upon 
the enjoyments of this preſent Life, 
fo as ro be extremely pleasd and 
tranſported with them, and to fa 


 inour hearts, Zt # good for us to 


here ; if we be exceſſively grievd 


or diſcontented for the want or loſs 
| of 
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of them, .and-if we look-upan our 
preſent ſtate in this world any 
otherwiſe than as 'a preparation 
and paſlage to. 2 better life, it is a 
ſign that our faith and. hope of the 
happineſs of another .life 1s but ve- 
ry weak and faint, and that we 

o not heartily and in:good earneſt 
believe what we pretend to'do con- 
cerning theſe things... For did we 
ſtedfaſtly | believe and were tho- 
roughly perſuaded of what our 
Religion ſo plainly declares to us 
concerning the unſpeakable. and 
endleſs happineſs of good men in 
another world, our afte&tions would 
{it more looſe to this world; and 
our hopes would raiſe our hearts 
as much above theſe prefent and 
ſenſible things as the heavens are 
high above the earth; we ſhould 
value nothing here below, but as 
it ſerves for our preſent ſupport and 
paſſage, or may be made a means 
to ſecure and increaſe onr future 
fclicity. 2. Ihe 
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' 2..'The conſideration of another 


Life ſhould quicken our preparati- 
on. for 'fbat bleſſed ſtite which re- 
mains: for\ 1is'.in the: other world. 


This: Lafe-:is. a ſtate of .probation 


and tryal..- This world -1s God's 
fchooly, where immortal ſpirits clo- 
thed with:fleſh are trained and bred 
up for:#rernity. Andthen certain- 
ly it isndt-an indifferent thing and 
a mattew ot: flight concernment to 
us,: how. we' live. and demean our 
ſelyes, wothis world : whether we 
indulge.:our ſelves iz::ungodlineſs 
and woridly: luſts, or : live ſoterly, 
and righzeokfty, and godly in this 


preſent: world': No; 1t 15 a matter 


of infinitemioment, as much as-our 
fouls and: all eternity are worth. 
Let us-thot: deceive our ſelves ; for 
9s we fowe iſo: ſhall we reap : If we 
ſowe to the fleſh, we ſhall of the fleſh 
reap corruption ; but if we ſowe to 
the ſpirit, we ſhall : of the ſpirit 


reap 
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reap everlaſting life. Light is ſown 
fir oo rigbeocas, and Taduej; for 
the apright in heart. The righte- 
ous hath hopes in his death. Mark the 
perfett man, and behold the upright, 
for the end of that man # peace. 
But the ungodly are not fo :. who- 
ever hath lived a wicked-and vici- 
ous life feels ſtrange throws and 
pangs in his conſcience when Ie 
comes to be caſt upon a'fick bed. 
The wicked is like the troubled ſea 
(faith the Prophet) when it cannot 
reſt ; full of trouble and confuſion, 
eſpecially in a dying hour. It is 
death to ſuch a man to look back 
upon his life, and a hell to him to 
think of eternity. When his guil- 
ty and trembling Soul is ready to 
leave his Body, and juſt ſtepping 
into the other world, what horrour 
and annazement do then ſeifſe upon 
him 2 what a rage doth ſuch a man 
feel in his breaſt, when he ſeriouſ- 
ly conſiders, that he hath been fo 
great 
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great a fool as for the falſe and im- 
perfe&t pleaſure of a few days to 
make himſelt nuſerable tor ever 2 


3- Let the eonſideration of that 
unſpeakable Reward which God 
hath promiſed to good men at the 
Reſurre&tion, encourage us to obe- 
dience and a holy life. We ſerve a 
great Prince who is able to pro- 
mote us to honour ; a moſt gract- 
ous maſter who will not let the 
leaſt ſervice we doe for him paſs 
unrewarded. This is the Inference 
which the Apoſtle makes from his 
large diſcourſe of the DoQrine of 
the Reſurreftion, x Cor. 15. 58. 
Wherefore , my beloved brethren, 
be ye ftedfaſt and unmovable, als 
mays abounding in the work of the 
Lord, foraſmuch as ye know that 
your labour ſhall not be in vain in- 
the Lord. Nothing willmake death 
more welcome to us than a con- 
ſtant courſe of ſervice and obedt- 
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ence to God. Sleep, faith" Solomon, 
is ſweet to the Iabouring man : 10 
after a great diligence and induſtry 
in working out our own ſalvation, 
and (as it is faid of David )-ſerving 
our —_— according to the will 
of God, how pleaſant-will it be to 
fall aſleep? And as an uſefull and 
well-ſpent life will make our death 
to be ſweet, ſo our reſurre&tion to 
be glorious. Whatever acts of pi- 
ety we doe to God, or of charity 
to men; whatever we-lay out up- 
on the poor and afflicted and ne- 
ceſſitous, will all be confidered by 
God in the day of recompences, 
and moſt plentifully 'rewarded- to 
Us. | | 

And ſurely no conſideration 
ought to be more 'prevalent to 
perſwade us to alms-deeds and cha- 
rity to the poor, thai that of a re- 
ſurre&tion to another life. *- Beſides 
the” promiſes of this life which 
are made to works of charity, and 
there 
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there 1s not any .grace or vertue 
whatſoever, which hath ſo many 
and ſo great promiſes of temporal 
bleſſings-made to 1t in Scripture as 
this grace of charity ; I fay, be- 
ſides the promiſes of this Lite, the 
great promiſe of eternal Life is in 
Scripture ina more eſpecial manner 
entaild upon it. Lake 12. 33. Give 
alms, ſaith our Saviour, provide 
your ſelves baggs which wax not old, 
a treaſure in the heavens that fai- 
leth not, and c. 16. v. 9. make to 
your ſebves friends of the mammon 
of unrighteouſneſs, that when ye 
ſhall. fail' they may receive you into 
everlaſting habitations. And 1 Tim. 
6.17,18, 19. Charge them that are 
rich in thi world, that they be not 
high minded, &c. that they doe good, 
that they be rich in good works, rea- 
dy to diflribute, willing to commu- 
nicate, laying up in ſtore for thew- 
ſelves a good foundation againſt the 
time to come, that they may lay hold 
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on eternal life ; the word Futnics, 
which our Tranſlation renders 
foandation according to the com- 
mon uſe of it, ſeems in this place 
to have a more peculiar notion, 
and to ſignific the. ſecurity that is 
given by a pledge, or by an 7»ſtru- 
ment or obligation of coxtradt for 
_ the performance of Covenants. For 
beſides that the phraſe of /aying «p 
in ſtore, or treaſuring up a founda- 
tion, ſeems to be a very odd jum- 
bling of metaphors; this very word 
Semtaic; almoſt neceſlarily requires 
this notion as it is uſed by the fame 
Apoſtle, in his ſecond Epiſtle to 
Timothy, chap. 2. ver. 19. where 
it is ſaid, the foundation of God 
ftands ſure, having this ſeal, &c. 
a ſeal being very improper #0 
ftrengthen a foundation, but very 
fit to confirm a Covenant. And 
then ſurely it ought to be renderd, 
' the Covenant of God remains firm, 
having this ſeal. And fo likewiſe 

in 
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in the foremention'd Text, the ſenſe 
will be much. more. caſte and cur- 


rant if we , render. it thus, . *reaſu- 


ring up, or providing for themſelves 
a good ſecurity or te againſt the 
time to come; I add pledge, becauſe 
that. anciently. was the common 
way of ſecurity for things lent : 
beſides that the Apoſtle ſeems plain- 
ly to allude to that paſſage; Tobzt, 
4-.8,9. 1 thou haſt abundance, give 
alms accordingly, &c. for thou layeſt 
4p a good treaſure. for thy ſelf 5 


' Cainſt the day of neceſſity, Siccer 


232900 Op ets, for fu Frogs: 
reſt: up for thyſelf a good pledge ; to 
i ATR $ KOoltle ih 
anſwers dro Manuf! ovles eaulorg Ye- 
MEAIOv ag Nov, Freaſuring. up, Or pro- 
viding for themſelves a good pledge 
or ſecurity, &c. the ſenſe however 
is plain, that the charity of Alms 
is one of the beſt ways of ſecuring 
our future happineſs. | 
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© And yet further to'tncourage us 
to abound in works of charity, the 
Seripture tells us that proportiona- 
bly [tothe degrees of our charity 
ſhall'be the degrees of our reward; 
gpon this conſideration the Apo/?le 
exhorts the Corinthizas to be libe- 
ral in their charity; Cor. 9. 6. he 
that foweth ſparingly ſhall reap ſpa- 
ringly, but he that ſoweth bountifully 
that reap bountifutly. So that what- 
ever. we lay out mn this Kind is to 
the-greateſt advaittage, 4nd upon 
the" Zeft ſecurity;* two confiderati- 
ons which þſe to be very prevalent 
with rich meh"ro- ay” Gur their 
money. CHEF, Sa | & a | 

*-We certainly'doe it to the grea- 
teſt advantage ; Becauſe God: will 
conſider the very - ſmalleſt thin 
that 'any of 'us doe in this kind. 
He that fthall' gzve fo much as a 
cup of cold water to a diſciple, in 
the name of a diſciple, ſhall not loſe 
his reward ; theſe laſt words, (hal 


uot 


a 


Ty ay yy my Mw Fw > © @©% ts am AA _«28xq_a4a _- 


A Puneral Sermon. <1 


not doſe his reward, are a pions, 
and ſignifie mych more than they 
ſeem to ſpeak, v/z. that he ſhall 
have a very great reward, infinite- 
ly beyond the value of what he 
hath done. 

. And we doe it likewiſe _= the 
beſt ſecurity ; ſo Solomon afſlures us, 
Prov. 19. 17. He that hath pity up- 
on the poor lendeth to the Lord, 
and that which he hath gjven will 
he pay him again : and we may be 
confident of our ſecurity where 
God is ſurety ; nay, he tells us that 
in this caſe he looks upon himſelf 
as principal, and that whatever we 
doe in ways of mercy and charity 


to the poor he takes as done to 


himſelf. So our Lord hath told us, 
Matt.2.5.40. and we ſhall hear the 
fame from him again out of his own 
mouth when he ſhall appear in his 
Majeſty to judge the World, 7hen 
the King ſhall anſwer, and ſay unto 
them, Verily T ſay unto you, inaſ- 
A. 
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much as ye have done it unto one of 
the leaſt: of "theſe my brethren, ye 
have done'it unto me. © 

And on the other ſide, the Scrip- 
ture no. where :paſſeth; a more ſe- 
vere doom upon any fort of per- 
ſons, than upon thoſe who have 
no bowels of compaſſion towards 
their brethren in diſtreſs. That is 
a fearfull ſentence..indeed , which 
the Apoſtle pronounceth upon ſuch 
perſons, :Fanr.2. 13. He ſhall have 
Judgment without. mercy that hath 
ſhewed no mercy. And this our Sa- 
viour repreſents to us in a moſt ſo- 
:lemn manner, in that lively de- 
ſcription which he makes of. the 
Judgment of the great Day, Mate. 
25.3r, &c. When the Son of man 
ſhall come. in his glory, and all the 
holy Angels with him, then ſhall he 
fit upon the throne. of his glory : 
And before him ſhall be gathered 
all nations, and he ſhall ſeparate 
them one from another, as a ſhep- 


herd 
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herd divideth the fheep from the 
goats. + And he ſhall ſet the ſheep 
on his right hand, but the goats on 
the left. Then fhall the King ſay 
unto them on the right hand, Come 
ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit 
the Kingdom prepared for you, be- 
fore \the foundation FH the world : 
For I was an hungred, and ye gave 
me meat; 1 was thirſty, yu a8 gave 
me drink; I was a ſtranger, and ye 
took me in; naked, nw, ye clothed 
me; I was fick, and ye viſited me ; 
T was in priſon, and ye came unto 
me. Then ſhall He ſay alſo unto them 
on the left hand, Depart from me ye 
curſed into everlaſting fire, prepa- 
red for the Devil and his Angels : 
For I was an bungred, and ye gave 
me no meat, &c. And theſe ſhall go 
away -into everlaſting puniſhment ; 
but the righteous into life eternal. 
And if this be, as moſt certainly 
it is, a true and proper repreſenta- 
tion of the proceſs of that Day, 

E 3 then 
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then the great matter of enquiry 
will be, What works of charity 
and mercy have been done or neg» 
leted by us, and accordingly a 
Sentence of eternal happineſs, or 
miſery, will be paſsd upon us: I 
was hungry, did ye feed me or did 
yenot? I wasnaked, did ye clothe 
me or did ye not? I was ſick and 
in-priſon, did ye viſit me or did ye 
not? Not but that all the good or 
evil of our lives, in what kind ſo- 
ever, ſhall then be brought to ac- 
count; But that our Saviour did 
chuſe to inſtance particularly, and 
onely in things of this nature, ſhould 
methinks make a mighty impreſſi- 
on:upon us, and be a powerfull 
conſideration to oblige us to have 
2 very peculiar regard to works of 
mercy and charity, and to make 
ſure to aboand: in this Grace ; that 
when we ihall appear betore.the 
great Judge of the World we may 
find that mercy trom Him which 

; we 
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we have ſhewd to others,and which 
we ſhall all undoubtedly. ſtand 1n 
need of in that Day. kt 

And among all our a&s of cha- 
rity, thoſe which..are gone, upon 
leaſt probability and: foreſight of 
their meeting with any recompenſe 
in this world, cither by,, way of 
real requital or ' of fame agd. repu- 
tation, asthey areof all other moſt 
acceptable to God, ſo they will 
certainly have the moſt ample re- 
ward in another world. , , So, our 
| Lord hath. aſſfurd us, and; accor- 
dingly. adviſeth us, Lute x4: L2, 
l 13, 14 When thou makeſt a feaſt 
| invite not. tbe xich, becauſe, they 
| will recompenſe thee again : but call 
| the poor, the maimed, the lame aud 
the blind, for they cannot. recompenſe 
thee, but thou halt be recompeuſed 
at the reſarrettion of the juſt, If 
we be Religious for worldly ends, 
and ſerve Ged, and doe good to 
men, onely in. contemplation. of 
| E 4 fome 
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up with preſent payment, and cut 
our ſelves ſhort of our future re- 
ward : of ſuch, faith our Lord, 
verily -T fay unto you, they have 
their reward ; they are their own 
ſecurity, and haye taken - care to 
fatisfie' themſelves, and therefore 
are to expect nothing from God. 
But let us who call our felves Chri- 
ſtians doe ſomething for God, for 
which we have no hopes to be re- 
compenſed in this world ; that we 
may ſhew that we truſt God and 
takei his word, and dare venture 
upon the ſecurity of the next world 
and that recompenſe which ſhall be 
made ' at the reſurreftion of the 
Juſt. > 

nd how greatand glorious that 
ſhall be, our Saviour tells us imme- 
diately before my Text. They 
that ſhall be accounteA worthy to ob- 
tain that world, and the reſurre(ti- 
on from -the dead, they can -die no 
| | more 
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more, but they are equal to the An- 
gels, and are the children of God, 
being the children of the reſurrec- 
210. | 

If then we be heirs of ſuch glo- 
rious hopes, and believe that he 
who is the God of Abraham, Iſaac, 
and Facob, will alſo be our God ; 
let us live as it becomes the Candi- 
dates of heaven, and the children 
of the reſurreition, and ſuch as ve- 
rily believe another lite after this, 
and hope one day to /it down with 
Abraham, Iſaac and Facob, in the 
Kingdom of God. | 


And now that I have repreſen- 
ted to you. what encouragement 
there is to well-doing, and parti- 
cularly to works of Charity, from 
the conſideration of the bleſſed re- 
ward we ſhall certainly meet with 
at the RefurreC&tion of the juſt : T 
ſhall crave your patience a little 
longer, whilſt I propoſe to you 
one 
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one of the faireſt Examples of 
this kind which either this or per- 
haps any other Age could eafily 
preſent us withall : I mean our de- 
ceaſed Brother to whom we are 
now paying our laſt folemn re- 
ſpects, the Reverend Mr. 7 Z70- 
MAS GOVUGE.; the worthy 
Son of a reverend and learned D1- 
vine of this City, Dr. William 
Gouge, who was Miniſter of this 
Pariſh of Black Friars ſix and for- 
ty years; he died in 1653. and 
{till lives in the memory of many 
here preſent. 

I muſt confeſs, that Iam no friend 
to Funeral Panegyricks, where there 
- is nothing of extraordinary worth 
and merit in the party commended 
| to give occaſion and foundation for 
them :- In ſuch caſes, as praiſes are 
not due to the dead, fo they may 
be of ill conſequence to the living ; 
not onely by bringing thoſe of our 
Profeſſion that make a practice of 
it 
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it under the ſuſpicion of officious 
and mercenary flattery, but like- 
wiſe by encouraging men to hope 
that they alſo may be well ſpoken 
of, and even Sainted when they are 
dead, though they ſhonld have done 
little or no good in their life : But 
yet onthe other hand, to commend 
thoſe excellent Perſons the vertues 
of whoſe lives have been bright and 
exemplary, is not onely a piece of 
juſtice due to the dead, but an act 
of great-charity to the living, ſet- 
ting a pattern of well-doing before 
our eyes, .very apt and powerfull 
to incite and encourage us to go and 
doe likewiſe. | 

'Upon both theſe- conſiderations, 
firſt to:doe right to the memory of 
ſo good a man, and then in hopes 
that the example may prove fruit- 
full and have a conſiderable effect 
upon others to beget'the like good- 
neſs and charity in them, I ſhall 
endeavour, 1nas narrow a compaſs 
as 
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as may be, to give you the juſt 
character of this truly pious and 
charitable Man, and by ſetting his 
life in a true light to recommend 
with all the advantage I can ſo 
excellent a pattern to your imita- 
tion. 

He was born at Bow near S:rat- 
ford in the County of Midleſex the 
I9th. day of September 1605. He 
was bred at Ezox School, and from 
thence choſen to Kings College in 
Cambridge being about 20 years 
of Ape, in the year 1626. After 
he had finiſh'd the courſe of his ſtu- 
dies, and taken his Degrees, he left 
the Univerſity and his Fellowſhip, 
being preſented to the Living of 
Colſden near Croyden in Surrey , 
where he continued: about 2 or 3 
years; and from thence was re- 
mov'd to S. Sepulchres in Londox, 
in the year 1638. and the year at- 
ter thinking fit to change his con- 
© dition matchd into a very monty 
an 
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and ancient Family, marrying one 
of the ' Daughters of Sw Robert 
Darcy. * 

Being thus ſettled in this large 
and populous Pariſh, he did with 
great ſolicitude and pains diſcharge 
all the parts of a vigilant and faith- 
full Miniſter, for about the ſpace of 
24 years. For beſides his conſtant 


and weekly labour of preaching, 


he was very diligent and charitable 
in viſiting the ſick, and miniſtrin 

not onely ſpiritual counſel an 

comfort to them, but likewiſe libe- 
ral relief to the wants and neceſſi. 
ties of thoſe that were poor and 
deſtitute of means to help them- 
ſelves in that condition. He did 
alſo every morning throughout the 
year Catechize in the Church, e- 
ſpecially the poorer ſort who were 
generally moſt ignorant ; and to 
encourage them to come thither to 
be inſtructed by him he did once 
a week diſtribute money among 
| them, 
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them, not upon a certain day, but . 


changing it on purpoſe ashe thought 
good, that he might thereby. oblige 
them to beconſtantly preſent: Theſe 
| were chiefly the more '\aged poor 
who being paſt labour had leifure 
enough to attend upon: this, exer- 
ciſe. As for the other ſort of poor 
who were able to work tor their 
living, he ſet them at work upon 
his own charge, buying Flax. and 
Hemp for them to ſpin, and what 
they ſpun he took off their hands 


paying them for their work, and 


then got it wrought anto Cloth, 
and fold it as he could, chiefly a- 
mong his friends, himſelf bearing 
the whole loſs. And this was a 
very wiſe and, well choſen way of 
charity, and in the good effect of 
it a much greater charity than if 
he had given theſe very perſons 
freely and for nothing ſo much as 
they earned by their work ; be- 
cauſe by this means he took many 
0 


OTooICg 


was 9 _O kk A _þ} 


7 = 


met os. nd ap ow 6A pap AY fan, Ht” wm AÞ4 .,060Q09 ea _ ot 


k 


? 


any 


ww We Ty TS TY, VP 


Fw ww (If) 7 imo M1, 1 11 UD 2 CD*tD © 


A Funeral Sermon. 63 


off from begging, and thereby re- 
ſcued them at once from two of 
the moſt dangerous temptations of 
this world, /dleneſs and Poverty ; 
and by degrees reclaim'd them to a 
vertuous and induſtrious courſe of 
life, which enabled them afterwards 
to live without being beholden to 
the charity of others. 

And this courſe ſo happily de- 
visd and begun by Mr. Goxge- in 
his own Parih, was I think that 
which gave the firſt hint to that 
worthy and uſefull Cjtizen Mr. 7ho- 
mas Firmin of a much. larger deſign, 
which hath been- proſecuted by him 
for ſome years with that yigour 
and good ſucceſs 1n this City, that 
many hundreds of poor Children, 
and others who livd idle before, 
unprs able both to themſelves and 
the oy &, are continually main- 
taind at work and- taught to earn 
their own livelihood much in the 
ſame way : He being, by the ge- 
nerous 
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nerous aſſiſtance and charity of 
many worthy and well -diſposd 
Perſons of all ranks, enabled to bear 
the unavoidable loſs and charge of 
ſo vaſt an undertaking; and by 
his own forward inclination to cha- 
rity, and his unwearied diligence 
_ and attivity, extraordinarily fitted 
to ſuſtain and go through the in- 
credible pains of it. 

But to return to our deceaſed 
Friend ; concerning whom I muſt 
content my ſelf to paſs over many 
things worthy to be remembred of 
him, and to Jpeak onely of thoſe 
Vertues of his which were more 
eminent and remarkable. 

Of his Piety towards God, which 
is the neceſiary foundation of all 
other Graces and Vertues, I {ſhall 
onely fay this, that it waſſhgreat 
and exemplary, but yet {till 
and quiet, without ſtir and noiſe, 
and much more in ſubſtance and 
reality than in ſhew and oftenta- 

| tion ; 
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tion ; and-did not conſiſt in cenſy- 
ring and finding fault with others, 
but in the due-care and govern- 
ment of his own life and actions, 
and in exerci/ing himſelf continually . 
to have a conſcience void of offente 
toward God and toward men ; in 
which he was ſucha proficient, that 
even after long acquaintance and 
familiar converſation with hum it 
was not eaſie to obſerve any thing 
that might deſerve blame. _ 

He particularly excelld in the 
more peculiar vertues of converſa- 
tion, 1n modeſty, humility, meek- 
neſs, cheerfulneſs, and in kindneſs 
and charity towards all men. 

So great was his modeſty, that it 
never appeard either by word or 
action that he put any value upon 
himſelf. This I have often ob- 
ſervd in him, that the Charities 
which were procurd chiefly by his 
application and induſtry, when he 
had occaſjon to-give an account of 

them, 
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them, he would rather impute to 
any one who had but the leaſt 
hand and part in the obtaining of 
them, than aſſume any thing of it 


' to himſelf. Another inſtance of 


his modeſty was, that when he 
had quitted his Living of S. Sepul- 
chres upon ſome diſlatisfattion a- 
bout the terms of confotmity, he 
willingly forbore preaching, fay- 
ing there was no need of him here 
in-Loxdon where there were ſo ma- 
ny worthy Miniſters, and that he 
thought he might doe as much or 
more good in another'way which 
could give no offence. Onely in 
the later years- of his life, being 
better fatisfy'd in ſome things he 


| doubted of before, he had Licenſe 
| from ſome of the Biſhops to preach 


in Wales in his progreſs ; which 
'he was. the more willing to doe, 
becauſe in ſome places he ſaw great 
need of it, and he thought he 
might doe it with greater advan- 
rr tage 
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tage among the poor People, who 
were the more likely to regard his 
inſtru&tions, being recommended 
by his great charity, ſo well known 
to them, and of which they had 
ſo long had the experience and be- 
nefit. But where there was no 
ſuch need, he was very well con- 
tented to hear others perſwade men 
to goodneſs and to practiſe it him- 
ſelt: 

He was clothed with humility, 
and had in a moſt eminent degree 
that ornament of a meek and quiet 
ſpirit which, S. Peter ſays, i in 
the fight of God of 1o great price : 
So that there was not the leaſt ap- 
pearance either of Pride or Paſſion 
in any of his words or aCtions. 
He was not.onely free from anger 
and bitterneſs, but from all affected 
gravity and moroſeneſs. His con- 
verſation was affable and pleaſant ; 
he had a wonderfull ſerenity of - 
mind and evenneſs 'of temper, vi- 
Liths F 2 ſible 
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{ible in his very countenance ; he 
was hardly ever merry, but never 
melancholy and fad ; and for any 
thing I could diſcern, after a-long 
and intimate acquaintance with 
him, he was upon all- occaſions 
and accidents perpetually the ſame; 
always cheerfull, and always kind; 
of a diſpoſition ready to embrace 
and oblige all men; allowing others 
to differ from him, even in opini- 
ons that were very dear to him ; 
and provided men did but fear God 
and work righteouſneſs, he lov'd 
them heartily, how diſtant ſoever 
from him in judgment about things 
lefs neceſlary : In all which he 1s 
very worthy to be a pattern to men 
of all Perſwaſions whatſoever. 
But that Vertue which of all 
other ſhone brighteſt in him, and 
was his moit proper and peculiar 


character, was his cheertull and || 


unwearied diligence in aCts of pt- 


ous Charity. In this he left far | 


behind 
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behind him all that ever I knew, 
and, as I faid before, had a ſingu- 
lar fagacity and prudence in de- 
viſing the moſt effeftual ways of 
doing good, and in managing and 
diſpoſing his charity to the beſt 
purpoſes, and to the greateſt ex- 
tent ; always, if it were poſlible, 
making it to ſerve ſome end of Pie- 
ty and Religion ; as the inſtru&tion 
of poor children in the principles 
of Religion, and furniſhing grown 
perſons that were ignorant with 
the Bzible and other gaod Books ; 
{ſtrictly obliging thoſe ro whom he 
gave them to a diligent reading of 
them, and when he had opportu- 
n | nity exacting of them an account ' 
how they had profited by them. 

I] In his occaſional alms to the 

d | poor, in which he was very free 

r | and bountifull, the relief he gave 
d | them was always mingled with 
i- | good counſel, and as greata tender- 

ir | neſs and compaſſion tor their ſouls 

E 3 as 


» woe OO tu WH o& > UW 


OE -» 


R'Q 0 


— Q.J.. 


A” Be. 
WH 


p_—_ 
£2 


CO es. - 2 


86 A Faneral S wats. : 


as bodies; which very often at- 
tain'd the good effe& it was likeby 
to have, the one making way for 
the other with ſo much advantage, 
and men being very apt to follow 
the good advice of thoſe who-give 
them in hand ſo ſenſible a pledge 
and teſtimony of their good: will 
to them. ; 

This kind of charity muſt needs 
be very expenſive to him, but he 
had a plentifull eſtate ſettled upon 
him and left him by his Father, 
and he laid it out as liberally in 
the moſt prudent and effectual 
wejues charity he could think of, 
and upon ſuch perſons as, all cir- 
 cumftances conſidered, he judg'd 
to: be the fitteſt and moſt proper 
objects of it. 

For about nine or ten years laſt 
paft he did, as is well known to. 
many here preſent, almoſt wholly 
apply his charity to Wales, becauſe 
there he judg'd was moſt —_— 

or 
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for it : And becauſe this was a ve- 
ry. great work, he did not onely 
lay out upon. it whatever he could 
ſpare out of his own eflate, but 
employ'd his whole time and pains 
to excite and engage the charity of 

others for his aſſiſtance in it. _ 
And in this he- had. two excel- 
lent deſigns. One, to have poor 
children brought up to.reade and 
write, and to be carefully inſtruc- 
ted in the principles of Religion : 
The other, to furniſh perſons of 
grown age, the poor eſpecially , 
with the neceſſary helps and means 
of knowledge, as the Bible, and 
other Books of piety and devoti- 
on, in their- own . Language; to 
which end he procurd the Church- 
Catechiſme, the Prattice of Pzety, 
and that beſt of Books the Whole 
Duty of Man, beſides ſeveral other 
pious and uſefull 7reatiſes, to be 
tranſlated into the Welch 'Tongue, 
and great-numbers of them to. be 
Fg . prits 
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printed, and ſent down to the chief 
Towns in Wales, to be ſold at eaſie 
rates to thoſe that were able to 
buy them, and to be freely given 
to thoſe that were not. 
'. And in both theſe deſigns, 
through the bleſſing of God upon 
his unweariedendeavours, he found 
very great ſucceſs. For *by- the 
large and bountifull contributions 
which chiefly by his induſtry and 
prudent application were obtain'd 
trom charitable Perſons of all Ranks 
and conditions, from the Nobz1zty 
apd Gentry of Wales and the neigh- 
ouring Counties, and ſeveral of 
that Quality in and about Loxdor; 
from divers of the' Right Reverend 
Biſhops, and of the Clergy ; and 
from that perpetual fountain of 
. charity the City of London, led 
on and encourag'd by the moſt 
bountifull example of the Right 
Honourable the Lord Mayor and 
the Court of Aldermen; toall _ 
"fs 7 . 
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he conſtantly added two Thirds of 
his own eſtate, which as I have 
been credibly inform'd was two 
hundred pounds a year : I fay, by 
all theſe together there were every 
year eight hundred, ſometimes a 
thouſand poor children educated as 
I faid before; and by this example 
ſeveral - of the moſt conſiderable 
Towns of Wales were excited to 
bring up at their own charge the 
like number of poor children, in 
the like manner, and under hismh- 
ſpeCtion and care. 

He likewiſe gave very great 
numbers of the Books above men- 
tiond, both in the Welch and Eng- 
liſh Tongues, to the poorer ſort, 
ſo many as were unable to buy 
them and willing to reade them. 
But which was the greateſt work 
of all, and amounted indeed to a 
mighty charge, he procured a new 
and very fair Impreſſion of the 
Bible and Liturgy of the ag” 

, O 
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of England in the Welch Tongue 
(the former Impreſſion being ſpeat, 
and hardly twenty of them: to be 
had in all Zoxdon) to the number 
of eight thouſand ; one thouſand 
whereof were freely given to the 
poor, and the reſt ſent to the prin- 
cipal Cities and Towns 1n Wales to 
be ſold to the rich at'very reaſo- 
nable and low rates, vz. at four 
ſhillings a piece well bound and 
claſped ; which was much cheaper 
than any Engliſh Bible was ever 
fold that was of ſo fair a print and 
paper : A work of that charge, that 
it was not likely to have been done 
any other way; and for which this 
Age, and perhaps the next, will 
have great cauſe to thank: God on 
his behalt. 

In theſe good works he employ- 
ed all his time and care and pains, 
and his whole heart was in them ; 
fo that he was very little affe&ted 
with any thing elite ; and ſeldom 

| either 
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either minded or knew any thing 
of the ſtrange occurrences of this 
troubleſome and buſie Age, ſuch 
as I think are hardly to be paralleld 
in any other : Or it he did mind 
them, he ſcarce ever ſpoke any 
thing: about them. For this was 
the buſineſs he laid to heart, and 
knowing it to be ſo'much and ſo 
certainly the Will of his heavenly 
Father,” it-was his meat and drink 
to: be-doing_ of it: And the good 
ſucceſs he had in it was a continual 
feaſt to him, and gave him a per- 
petual: ſerenity both of mind and 
countenance.” His great love and 
zeal-tor-this work made all the 
pains and-difficulties of it ſeem no- 
thing to hum : He would rife ear- 
ly and fit-up late, and continued 
the + fame diligence and induſtry 
to the laſt, though he was in the 
threeſcore and ſeventeenth year of 
his age. And that he might m4q- 
nage the diſtribution of this great 
charity 
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clarity with his own hands, and 
ſee the good effect of it with his 
own eyes, he always once, bur 
uſually twice a year, at his own 
charge travelled over a great part 
of Wales, none of the beſt Coun- 
tries to travel in: But for the love 
of God and men he endured all 
that, together with the extremity 
of heat and cold (which 1n their 
ſeveral ſeaſons are both very great 
there) not onely with patience but 
with pleaſure. So that all things 
conſidered there have not, ſince 
the primitive times of Chriſtianity, 
been many among the ſons of men 
to whom that glorious charaCter 
of the Son of God might be better 
applied, that he went about doing 
good. And Wales may as worthily 
boaſt of this truly Apoſtolical man 
as of their famous S. David ; who 
was alſo very probably a good 
rhan, as thoſe times of 1gnorance 


and ſuperſtition went. But his 
_ good- 
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goodneſs: is ſo diſguiſed by their 
tabulous Legends and ſtories which 
give us the account of him, that it 
15 not eaſie to diſcover it. Indeed 
ridiculous miracles in abundance 
are reported of him : as, that up- 
on occaſion of a great number of 
people reſorting from all parts to 
hear him preach, for the greater 
advantage of his being heard a 
mountain all on. a ſudden roſe up 
miraculouſly under his feet, and his 
voice was extended to that degree 
that he might be diſtin&tly heard 
for two or three miles round abour. 
Such phantaſtical miracles as theſe 
make up a great part of his Hiſto- 
ry. And admitting all theſe to be 
true (which a wife man would be 
loth to do) our departed Friend 
had that which is much greater 
and more excellent than all theſe, 
a fervent charity to God and men; 
which is more than to /peat (as 
they would make us believe S _ 
vi 
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vid did) with the tongue of men 
and Angels, more than to raife or 
remove mountains. | 
And now methinks it is pity ſo 
good a deſign ſo happily proſecuted 
thould fall and die with this good 
man. And it is now under delibe- 
ration, if poſſible, ſtill to continue 
and carry it on, and a very wor- 
thy and charitable perſon pitched 
upon for that purpoſe, who is wil- 
ling to undertake that part. which 
he that is gone performed fo well : 
But this will depend upon the con- 
tinuance of the former Charities 
and the concurrence of thoſe wor- 
thy and well diſpoſed perſons in 
Wales to contribute their ' part as 
formerly; which I perfſwade my 
ſelf they will cheerfully doe. 

T will add but one thing more 
concerning our deceaſed Brother, 
that though he meddled: not at all 
in our preſent heats and differen- 
ces as 2 Party, having much better 
things 
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things to 'mind ; yet as a looker 
on he did very fadly lament them, 
and for ſeveral of the laſt years of 
his life he continued in 'the Com- 
munion'of our Church, and, as he 
himſelf told me, thought himſelf 
obliged in conſcience ſo to do. 

He died in the 77th. year of his 
age, Oftob. 29th, 1681. It fo plea- 
ſed God that his death was very 
ſudden ; and ſo ſudden, that in a 
probability he himſelf hardly per- 
ceived it when it happened, for he 
died in his ſleep; and as it is faid 
of David, after he had ſerved his 
generation according to the will of 
God, he fell aſleep. _ 

T confeſs that a ſudden death 1s 

generally undeſirable, and there- 
tore with reaſon we pray againſt 
it ; becauſe fo very few are ſuffici- 
ently prepared for it : But to him, 
the conſtant employment of whoſe 
life was the beſt -preparation for 
death that was poflible, no death 


could 
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could be ſudden ; nay, it was ra- 
ther a favour and bleſſing to him, 
becauſe by how much the more 
ſudden ſo much the more eaſe : 
As if God had deſigned to begin 
the reward of the great pains of his 
life in an eaſte death. And indeed 
it was rather a tranſlation than a 
death ; and, faving that his body 
was left behind, what was faid of 
Enoch may not unfitly be applied 
to this pious and good man with 
reſpe&t to the ſuddenneſs of his 
change ; he walked with God, and 
was not, for God took him. 

And God grant that we who 
ſurvive, may all of us ſincerely en- 
deavour to tread in the ſteps of his 
exemplary piety and charity ; of 
his labour of love, his unwearied 
diligence and patient continuance. 
in ing good, that we may meet 
with that encouraging commenda- 
tion which he hath already recet- 


ved from the mouth of our Lord, 
Well 
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Well done good and faithfull ſer- 
vant, enter-thou into the joy of thy 
Lovd. | 

Now the God of peace that brought 
again from the dead our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, that great ſhepherd of the 
ſheep, through the blood of the ever- 
lafting covenant, make you perfett 
in every good work to doe his will, 
working in you always that which is 


Pleafing in his fight, through Jeſus 


Chriſt; To whom be glory for ever. 


Amen. 


THE END. 
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another. ; 

3. A Sermon, preached before 
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